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A Post Tenebras Lux
Study on Ephesians…
Introduction to Ephesians…
Ephesians 1:1-2
Ephesians 1:1…Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the
saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace and peace to you from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
NIV

There is a wonderful apocryphal story told about Mark Twain that I really love.
Apocryphal means it is probably not true but ought to be true. Anyway, the story
goes that Twain once weighed in on the debate about who really wrote the body
of material attributed to William Shakespeare. You see in Twain’s day, there was
a continuing debate among literary scholars about whether Shakespeare actually
wrote Shakespeare. Some scholars argued that most of Shakespeare was actually
written by Christopher Marlowe or by Francis Bacon. Still a few die-hards
Shakespeare lovers argued that Shakespeare was actually written by William
Shakespeare. Twain weighed into the fray with his usual perceptive wit.

“Shakespeare was not written by Shakespeare,” he argued. “It was written by
another man with the same name.1”

Now, I bring that story up for a reason. One of the things you will find as you
begin to study Ephesians and any of the many commentaries written on it is that
many commentators do not think the letter to the Ephesians was actually written
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by Paul or for that matter even written to the Ephesians. Now there are a number
of reasons why they think that way. First of all, three of the most ancient
manuscripts do not include the word “Ephesus” in verse one. Those particular
manuscripts do not actually include any location or destination at all. The
manuscripts (Vaticanus, Siniaticus, and the Chester Beatty papyrus) actually say
something to the effect of “to the saints, that is the ones who are faithful”. The
word “Ephesus” is not included2. Nor is there any sort of blank space there and
you can see it reads fairly well without it3. Now I mention the point about there
not being a blank space there because a number of scholars have postulated that
there was just such a space in the original manuscript. Geberally, they think that
because the ancient heretic Marcion referred to the letter to the Ephesians as the
letter to the Laodiceans. That may mean that the copy that Marcion had may
have had the word “Laodicea” plugged into the spot where our text has
“Ephesus”. That has caused some scholars to hypothesize that the letter was a
circular letter which included a fill-in-the-blank space for the destination.

Now I mentioned that Marcion referred to Ephesians as the Epistle to the
Laodiceans. Some scholars have concluded on the basis of Marcion’s calling
“Ephesians” the Epistle to the Laodiceans that the letter we know as Ephesians
was the same letter that Paul referred to in Colossians 4:16.

Colossians 4:16…After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read
in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from
Laodicea.
NIV

That sort of argument is buttressed by the fact that Colossians and Ephesians, or
as they would call it the Epistle to the Laodiceans, are so similar4. James
Montgomery Boice says that 35 verses in the two books, that is Colossians and
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Ephesians, are substantially the same. And you can see, I think, how that might
have happened especially if Paul wrote the two letters when he was in prison at
Rome. It would make sense that if he wrote them at the same time that they
would contain a lot of similar material.

Now those observations have bee quite important in causing scholars to make
some of their speculations. But there is an additional observation that I think is
even more important and this is it. The Epistle to the Ephesians doesn’t contain
any personal greetings. There are no specific greetings to any of the church
members at Ephesus and that fact is really important considering the fact…the
fact that Paul spent over two years at Ephesus. It seems to me based on a number
of different biblical references that Paul had a wonderfully sentimental
relationship with the Ephesians and in light of that it just seems very odd that the
letter doesn’t stop to mention or greet any of his old friends.

You can see the kind of relationship I am what I talking about, I think, if you take
a minute and look at Acts 20. In Acts 20, Paul was on his way to Jerusalem. He
had been warned in almost every city he visited that when he came to Jerusalem5
he would be taken prisoner by the Jews and then turned over to the Gentiles. So
he knew, though the Spirit of God, that he was ultimately on his way to Rome
and imprisonment. So, when Paul stopped at Miletus on his way to Jerusalem he
summoned his old friends from Ephesus and they rushed up to Miletus to see
him. Let’s look for a minute at Acts 20…starting in verse 17.
Acts 20:17…From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.
18
When they arrived, he said to them: "You know how I lived the whole time I
was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served
the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by
NIV
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the plots of the Jews. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything
that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to
house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God
in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 "And now, compelled by the
Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I
only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and
hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me,
if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given
me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 25 "Now I know that
none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever
see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the
blood of all men. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will
of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he
bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will
come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own
number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples
after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never
stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 "Now I commit you
to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone's
silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine
have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In
everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help
the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more
blessed to give than to receive.'" 36 When he had said this, he knelt down with
all of them and prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38
What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face
again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.
You can see from the story in Acts 20 that Paul loved the Ephesians and that they
loved him. You can see that they grieved the fact that Paul was in danger…and
they showed him deep love and affection and he showed them the same. Still, in
the glorious letter to the Ephesians, Paul makes doesn’t so much as even mention
any of his friends6. The letter is, instead, written almost as if the Ephesians are
strangers. That causes many scholars a problem. Some deal with the problem by
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denying that Paul was the author. Some scholars argue, wrongly I think, that the
Epistle to the Ephesians was written long after Paul had been martyred and that
the author of the letter wrote it pretending to be Paul in order to try to regain an
interest in Pauline theology7.

Some scholars have even argued that Ephesians was written by Luke. I think
those kinds of suggestions are absolutely wrong.

I think there is a much simpler explanation.

I think it is more than likely that Ephesians was a circular letter8. That means that
Paul intended the letter to be distributed to many churches. He sent to one of the
churches in Asia Minor, Ephesus, knowing that afterwards it would be copied
and passed on to other churches. I think we have insight into how that may have
happened based on what we read earlier in Colossians 4. I think because Paul
intended it to be distributed to so many churches he chose not to include
personal greetings or admonitions. The copy of the letter that we have is
probably the master copy or at least the copy that wound up in the hands of his
friends at Ephesus, where his letter would have been copied, reread and
protected…even treasured by his close friends there9. Or it may be that his letter
may have been actually addressed to the Ephesians with the intent that they
distribute it for him10. Because of that, it is worth while, I think, to know
something about the city of Ephesus.

Now, our interest is not in Ephesus in order to understand the letter; the letter
can be pretty well understood apart from any understanding of the particulars of
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the city. Rather, our interest in the particulars of Ephesus is to better understand
how the citizens of Ephesus might have understood the letter.

Ephesus was a tremendously important city in the ancient world. It boasted the
largest open-air theater in the ancient world; a theater that seated about
twenty-five thousand people.

Ephesus was a melting pot of many different cultures; it was also a melting pot
of many different religions. However, one particular religion dominated all the
rest…that religion was the cult of Diana11.

The temple of Diana in ancient Ephesus was one of the seven wonders of the
ancient world. It measured 425 feet by 220 feet by 60 feet high about 94,000
square feet. Another way to think of it based on its height is that was about the
size of three large Target stores stacked on top of each other. It was ornately
adorned made of hand-carved stone. In the middle of the temple was an
enormous statue of Diana which was said to have fallen from heaven.

The temple was serviced by hundreds of priestesses of the cult of Diana who also
happened to be temple prostitutes.

There is a wonderful account in Acts 19 that helps us to understand something of
the importance of the worship of Diana there.
Acts 19:23…About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. 24
A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in
no little business for the craftsmen. 25 He called them together, along with the
workmen in related trades, and said: "Men, you know we receive a good income
NIV
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from this business. 26 And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has
convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in
practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no
gods at all. 27 There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name,
but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited, and
the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and
the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty." 28 When they heard this, they
were furious and began shouting: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" 29 Soon
the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's
traveling companions from Macedonia, and rushed as one man into the theater.
30
Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the disciples would not let him. 31
Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message
begging him not to venture into the theater. 32 The assembly was in confusion:
Some were shouting one thing, some another. Most of the people did not even
know why they were there. 33 The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, and some
of the crowd shouted instructions to him. He motioned for silence in order to
make a defense before the people. 34 But when they realized he was a Jew, they
all shouted in unison for about two hours: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!"
35
The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: "Men of Ephesus, doesn't all the
world know that the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great
Artemis and of her image, which fell from heaven? 36 Therefore, since these
facts are undeniable, you ought to be quiet and not do anything rash. 37 You
have brought these men here, though they have neither robbed temples nor
blasphemed our goddess. 38 If, then, Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have
a grievance against anybody, the courts are open and there are proconsuls.
They can press charges. 39 If there is anything further you want to bring up, it
must be settled in a legal assembly. 40 As it is, we are in danger of being
charged with rioting because of today's events. In that case we would not be
able to account for this commotion, since there is no reason for it." 41 After he
had said this, he dismissed the assembly.
So you get a sense, I hope, of the kind of pagan world into which Paul had
carried the gospel of Christ. It was a wonderful church of converted pagans, but
it was different than much of the rest of the church. It was primarily Gentile. I
want you to keep that fact in mind in the weeks ahead. This letter, whether it was
addressed specifically to the Ephesians or whether it was actually a circular letter
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was addressed not to Jews and Gentiles but rather specifically to Gentiles. I will
talk a lot more about that later.

Now, if I could take just a moment, I would like to talk about the structure of
Ephesians. It is always important, I think, to get a handle on the big picture of
any biblical book before looking into any of its particulars. The book of
Ephesians can be divided into two parts: the doctrinal part and the ethical part12.

The doctrinal part of Ephesians, the part that talks about what we ought to
believe, makes up the first three chapters.

The ethical part, or the part that talks about how we ought to live, makes up the
last three chapters.

There are few books of the bible where the transition from doctrine to behavior is
so clear. If you will look for a moment at the beginning of chapter 4…I think you
will see what I mean.
Ephesians 4:1…As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life
worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity
of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
NIV

You will notice, I think, that Paul is anxious to communicate to the Ephesians
three things: (1) how they should live (2) the attitude they should have as they
seek to live in that particular way, and finally (3) the reason they should do both.
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To put it another way, Paul is asking in chapter four for the Ephesians to live
godly lives, to do so with an attitude of humility, gentleness and patience, and he
wants them to do so in order to preserve Christian unity and peace. But he
doesn’t ask them to do so in their own strength. He doesn’t ask them to do so for
no reason. No, what he does is to start chapter four with the word “therefore”
signifying that the reason he can ask them to do what he has asked them to do is
based upon everything he has previously discussed. A lot of famous Bible
teachers have rightly insisted that whenever you see the word “therefore” you
should ask yourself what it’s there for. I think that’s right. I think it is especially
right concerning Ephesians.

Dr. Packer put it like this in a copy of Crux magazine. He was writing on the
issue of godliness in Ephesians. Listen to what he says:

Paul wants his readers to know God’s grace in order that they may grow in it.
Accordingly, he devotes chapters 1-3 to celebrating the greatness and glory of the
saving mercy that has created the new society to which they belong; after which
he spends chapters 4-6 begging them to behave in a way that is worthy of their
calling, maintaining unity, ministry, and charity within their diversity, doing
good, fighting evil, and honoring Christ no less in their family than in the church.
The dictum that for Paul doctrine is grace and ethics is gratitude is verified by
almost every verse.
What Paul is doing pastorally in all this is raising steam. In former days on the
railways trains of over a thousand tons were moved at high speed by the
expansive power of steam. Such trains could not be moved by passengers
pushing, but when the fire in the firebox of the locomotive had raised steam in
the boiler and that steam was piped into the cylinders, movement began at once.
By dwelling upon grace in a way that calls forth gratitude, Paul is lighting the
fire that raises moral and spiritual steam for spontaneous, whole-hearted
godliness as his readers’ response to divine love13.
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I think perhaps I can make that even clearer by asking you this, “Do you have
trouble finding the moral strength to live a more godly life? Do you find it
difficult to work yourself up to obedience in particular areas of your life? Do
you find it difficult to be faithful in praying for other Christian brothers and
sisters?”

I know I do.

I often find myself focusing on and failing to obey many of the ethical commands
of Scripture. I sometimes tend to focus on the things that I should do or not do.
Often, however, when I do that I fail to focus on the theological underpinning of
those commands.

When we do that as Christians, we are focusing on the “what” and not the
“why”. And when we do that, we are often undermining the biblical logic of
writers like Paul; or worse we are dispensing with the gist of the message
intended by the Holy Spirit.

You see what Paul does in chapters 1-3 is to lay out for his readers some
wonderful theological propositions. They are glorious propositions; they are
life-changing propositions. They are meant to inspire and fill his readers with
awe and even more especially…with gratitude14. You see, Paul believed that it
was only after he had made his readers fully aware of what God had done for
them that that he could rightly ask them to live a certain way. Paul believed, I
think, that consistent obedience could never be obtained through fear but only
through gratitude.
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Theologians call the kind of structure used by Paul the indicative and the
imperative. The indicative indicates what is. The imperative indicates what
ought to be based on what is.

The church I grew up in as a boy focused on the imperative. They told me what I
should do. In my case they told me over and over again without much result. I
eventually became consumed with guilt because of my inability and
eventually…I became indignant. The thing I almost never heard was the
theological basis for why I should do what was commanded. I was often told
what to do; I was much less often what God had done and why that ought to
motivate me to live a certain way. Now the practical implication of that was that
I listened to a lot of preaching from the last fourth of Romans…and the second
half of Ephesians…but I never got to hear much preaching from the groundwork
for the commands contained there.

That is not, however, the way Paul does it. In Ephesians, Paul focuses first on
what God has done on behalf of His people. It is only when he is overcome by
the glory of God’s kindness toward us in Christ that he shifts to a discussion of
how believers ought to respond15.

Let me say it another way. Chapters 1-3 are about guilt and grace; chapters 4-6
are about living obedient lives out of gratitude.

You see, Paul is going to lay out in the first three chapters a theological basis for
asking these converted Gentile pagans to live righteously16. He is trying to
persuade them that they have been grafted into the glorious family of God and
that as a result they have certain familial obligations. The obligations that he
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describes are not just limited to ministers either. The obligations he is describing
extend all the way up and down the ladder of the new community he describes
as “the church”.

After Paul brings up that idea, he goes on to outline the obligations placed upon
husbands, wives, children, and even slaves. He outlines the obligations placed
upon young and old alike but in doing so he never loses sight of the fact that the
obligations he describes are only bearable to grateful hearts contemplating
something of the glorious realization of all that Christ has brought about in the
redemption of His own people.

So that’s the structure of Ephesians in a nutshell. You may be asking yourself at
this point. “Well, that’s all very well. I understand how the book is structured.
What is the book about?”

The answer to that question is that Ephesians is about what Christ has done for
sinners and how His action has created a new and unique community on earth
and how that new community ought to seek to live in unity17. When I say that, I
am tempted almost at once to begin to throw in several disclaimers. I am
certainly not talking about unity at any price. I am certainly not talking about
unity at the expense of doctrine. I am talking specifically about the unity that
comes through the agency of doctrine. In the weeks ahead, we will see, I pray,
that the only genuine unity that can exist in the church is the unity that comes as
a result of proper doctrine.

Calvin puts it like this:
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The sum of this Epistle which I have now taken in hand to expound is that St.
Paul confirms such as had been already instructed in the gospel, in order that
they might know that that is what they must rest upon, as upon the true and
perfect wisdom, and that it is not lawful to add anything to it,
Paul tells us that the benefits which are brought us by our Lord Jesus Christ and
of which we are made partakers by means of his gospel arc so excellent that we
must surely be extremely unthankful if we scurry to and fro like people who are
never at rest or contented. And then he shows us also what we have in Christ in
order that we should so cleave to him as not to presume to seek help anywhere
else, but assure ourselves that he has procured everything for us18.
You see Paul is going to camp out on doctrine. He sees it as the basis for genuine
unity. In our day, there is a tendency to go in just the opposite direction. We see
it displayed in the evangelical church’s aversion to doctrine. You may have even
heard someone exclaim, “Doctrine divides!” I don’t, however, believe that to be
true for a moment. Genuine biblical unity must be based upon the common
thread of what Christ has accomplished for His people. If it is not, it is almost
certainly doomed to failure. That is why Paul makes the first three chapters of
Ephesians so theology intensive. He is trying to educate his readers on what
Christ has accomplished and how that glorious truth is great enough to
illuminate the mind of the vilest pagan19. It was that truth that opened the eyes of
the slave trader John Newton and eventually allowed him not only to write the
hymn Amazing Grace but also to become a champion for the cause of slaves. It is
doctrine that will allow an Anglo- Saxon Protestant to love an Arab Christian in a
way that he could never love an Anglo-Saxon Mormon. It is the doctrine of
Christ’s redeeming work that has broken down the wall of hatred between
Jewish and Gentile believers. It is doctrine that we need but not just any doctrine;
it is doctrine associated with what Christ has wrought on behalf of His people. If
you want to know why our churches are still racially segregated 130 years after
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the Civil War I will submit to you a reason. We have not adequately allowed the
redeeming work of Christ to saturate our hearts and minds and modify our
inward prejudices and behaviors. That is why we need to study, understand and
memorize Ephesians. The wall of enmity has been broken down in Christ.

Yet, we see in our own time unity being sought in other areas. We see unity
being sought in the avoidance of doctrine. Issues like predestination and election
that Paul thought were central to creating unity in Christ’s body are avoided like
they are the very cause of disunity. Churches are seeking to make unbelievers
comfortable by dispensing with doctrine altogether and even if it could proved
that such an action brought results, which I do not think it can, it is at the
sacrifice of what the Bible actually teaches. I think there is a better way and in the
next twelve weeks we are going to try together to understand exactly what it is
that Paul was trying to say.

I wish I could guarantee that what we discover together we will begin to
practice. I wish I could guarantee that once we understand Paul’s theology we
will be changed so much that we will begin to see Paul’s ethics being put into
practice. I cannot, but this I can promise unless we begin to understand
Ephesians’ theology concerning Christ’s new society we will never, ever see that
society in reality in this place.

So, all of that having been said let’s look for moment at Ephesians 1:1-2.

Ephesians 1:1…Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the
saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace and peace to you from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
NIV
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The thing I notice right off is that Paul is an apostle by the will of God, not by his
own will, or by the will of the church. He is what he is by the grace of God. That
is a theme that Paul is going to camp out on in the first chapter of Ephesians. He
is going to talk about “election” and “predestination” and such noble themes20.
But for Paul that is not theology that is off-limits. It is part of the glorious work of
God and it is something that he addresses even here in the opening of the letter. I
think that is important. These subjects are not something you that should make
you feel uncomfortable. Once, when I was teaching school I was relating
something of the history of the Reformation to my students. I had one boy come
up to me after class and he was almost shaking with anger. He said, “Mr.
Browning, I will never believe in election. I will never believe in
predestination. The Bible could never teach such abominable doctrines.”

I asked him to take his Bible and turn to Ephesians 1. I asked him to read verses 4
and 5. He read aloud:
Ephesians 1:4…For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his
sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-NIV

I said, “Stop right there. Do you still think that the Bible doesn’t teach
“predestination”?
“No,” he said. “It obviously teaches predestination. I just don’t think it means
what you think it means.”
“That all right”, I said. “There’s plenty of time left and think how much
progress you’ve made in the just the last 60 seconds.”

Page 15

© 2007 Thomas R. Browning

Featuring the Teaching Ministry
of Thomas R. Browning

Now, I was trying to be clever and that was wrong. But Paul is not trying to be
clever. He is laying the groundwork for this idea of election and predestination
right off.

Secondly, I notice that he is writing to “saints” and that they are “saints, who are
faithful.” What a wonderful state the church would be in if we realized that we
are all, in fact, saints. Paul uses the word, not in the sense that the world thinks
of, but in the sense that Christians are a separated people. They are separated by
God from the rest of the world unto God. It is not that we are saints based upon
some heroic action or sacrifice that we have done but rather because of what
Christ has done.

When Larry Danner moved to Memphis, we made the decision to try to keep in
touch using email. I don’t know why we did it but from the very beginning we
addressed each other as “Saint L. Wayne” and “Saint Thomas”. I’m sure that,
early on, it was because it was funny. But you know as I have reflected over the
last two years how much he means to me, I have no problem at all now of
thinking of him as a saint in the same sense Paul is using here. I think it would
make us a little more tolerant of each other and each other’s weaknesses if we
could keep the idea that we are speaking to a “blood-bought saint of God”
when we speak to fellow Christians.

But not only are the Ephesians “saints” they are also “faithful”. That means
among other things that they are faithful to Christ and faithful to each other.
There was no place in Paul’s mind for this notion of rugged isolationism that
permeates so much of modern Christianity. Paul knew nothing of a Christian
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who could take his relationship to fellow-believers lightly. There was no place in
Paul’s world for the man or woman that said, “I can do without the church.”

Finally, Paul extends his greeting:

Ephesians 1:2…Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
NIV

This greeting was uniquely a Christian greeting. For centuries, Jews had spoken
the greeting “Shalom” to each other. But Paul and other early Christian writers
changed this traditional greeting by adding the word “grace”. By adding the
word “grace”, he was emphasizing that God had demonstrated kindness to us21.
But how did he demonstrate kindness to us? The answer as we shall see in our
study is that God demonstrated kindness to us in Christ Jesus. He did so by
placing the weight of His anger and wrath against us and our sins on Christ. The
Epistle to the Romans says that God was propitiated by Christ’s atoning work.
That’s an important theological word because it signifies that God was really
righteously indignant towards us but that now His righteous anger has been
satisfied or placated. Modern theologians hate that idea, that is, they hate the
idea that God could have been angry with sinners. But Paul, as he does with
“election” and “predestination” revels in the idea. That is why he can then add
“peace” to his greeting. Grace and peace, they go together and they form the
basis of his greeting but it is a greeting not just from him. It is a greeting from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, I think we will stop there for now. But for next time, I want to give you an
assignment. I want you to read Ephesians 1:3-14. In Greek it is one long sentence
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but it forms the basis for almost everything Paul is going to address in the rest of
the letter. In particular, I want you to notice how Paul uses the phrase “in
Christ” or some variation of that phrase. What I want you to do, is take a yellow
pad and write out each time you come across the phrase “in Christ” or “in Him”
or anything like that. Then besides that phrase I want you to write out what Paul
attaches to it. Finally, I want you to write out what he means by whatever phrase
he attaches to it. It may take you an hour or so to finish the assignment but I
think it will pay rich dividends the next time we meet.

Are there any questions? Let’s pray.
Actually it seems that it is impossible to confirm Twain’s quote. It is attributed to him by a
number of people but I cannot find anyplace where he actually said. I suppose I should retract
the quote completely but I will in this case…and this case only…apply ministerial license because
it sounds like something Twain should have said. I should hasten to add that he did write a
lengthy section in his autobiography about why he thought Shakespeare did not actually write
Shakespeare…it is a pretty funny peace entitled, “Is Shakespeare Dead?”
1

2

James Montgomery Boice, Ephesians (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1998), 2.

Harold Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary (Grand Raids: Baker Book House, 2002),
78. See also John R.W. Stott, The Message of Ephesians (Downer’s Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press,
1979), 24. He writes: “Near the beginning of this century Adolf Harnack suggested that the letter
was originally addressed to the church in Laodicea, but that because of that church’s
lukewarmness and consequent disgrace,4 the name of Laodicea was erased and that of Ephesus
substituted.
An alternative explanation was proposed by Beza at the end of the sixteenth century and
popularized by Archbishop Ussher in the seventeenth, namely that Ephesians was originally a
kind of apostolic encyclical or circular letter intended for several Asian churches, that a blank
space was left in the first verse for each church to fill in its own name, and that the name of
Ephesus became attached to the letter because it was the principal Asian city.”
3

4

Hoehner, 33.

Acts 21:10…And as we were staying there for some days, a certain prophet named Agabus
came down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and
hands, and said, "This is what the Holy Spirit says: 'In this way the Jews at Jerusalem will bind
the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.'" 12 And when we had
heard this, we as well as the local residents began begging him not to go up to Jerusalem.
5 NIV
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John R.W. Stott, The Message of Ephesians (Downer’s Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1979), 17.
He writes, “It comes as quite a shock, therefore, to discover that the Ephesian letter contains no
personal greetings such as conclude Paul’s other letters (no fewer than twenty-six people in
Romans 16). Instead, he addresses his readers only in generic terms, wishing peace to the
brethren and grace ‘to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ’”.
6

Stott, 20. He writes: “Others still deny that Paul was the author and propose elaborate
alternative theories. Perhaps the most Ingenious is that of the American scholar E. J. Goodspeed.
He speculated that about the year Al) 90 an ardent devotee of apostle Paul, dismayed by the
contemporary neglect of his hero’s letters, went the rounds of the churches he had visited in
order to collect and later publish them. But before publication he saw the need for some kind of
introduction. So he composed Ephesians’ himself as a mosaic of materials drawn from all Paul’s
letters, especially Colossians (which he had memorized), arid attributed it to Paul in order to
commend him to a later generation.
E. J. Goodspeed went further and hazarded the guess that this author arid publisher was none
other than Onesimus, the converted slave, since somebody of that name was Bishop of Ephesus
at the time. Although this reconstruction has gained some popularity in the United States and has
been adopted in England by Dr Leslie Mitton, it is almost entirely speculative.”
7

R.C. Sproul, Ephesians: An Exposition of Ephesians (Geanies House, Fearn, Ross-shire, Great
Britain: Christian Focus Publications, 2002), 11. He writes: “The majority viewpoint today is that,
in all probability the epistle to the Ephesians was written originally as a circular letter. Rather
than the apostle writing a specific message to a particular congregation concerning a definite
problem that had arisen, Paul wrote an epistle that he intended would be circulated to all of the
churches in Asia Minor. This explains why Paul refrains from his normal, specified greetings to
particular individuals. It seems likely that Paul, towards the end of his life, had a burden to write
to the church in general, a synopsis of the revelation that was given to him as the apostle of Jesus
Christ, a summary of the great truths of Christianity.”
8

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones, God’s Ultimate Purpose: An Exposition of Ephesians One (Edinburgh,
Scotland: Banner of Truth Trust, 1978), 23.
9

10

Hoehner, 79.

11

Boice, 3. See also Hoehner, 84.

12

Hoehner, 61.

13

J.I. Packer, Crux: March 1989/Vol. XXV, No. 1

Gerald F. Hawthorne, Dictionary of Paul and His Letters.(Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity
Press, 1993), 239. He writes, “The first half of the letter is far from a dispassionate theological
treatise. It exudes emotion in the praise and worship of the almighty God who loves and
responds to his people. The author writes with intense feeling and wants to elicit the same
response—praise, worship and prayer—in the lives of his readers”
14

15

Stott, 25.
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Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell
Company, 1991), 2.
16

Hawthorne, 245. He writes, “Charles Ellicott said the letter was not prompted by any special
circumstances, but was written to set forth the origin and development of the church for believers
in Ephesus. He contended that Paul wrote the letter in a general way because he intended it for
circulation among all the churches coterminous to or dependent on that city (Ellicott, xv-xvi). H.
A. W. Meyer described the letter simply as a written discourse by Paul to the predominantly
Gentile church in Ephesus to advance their understanding of the glory of their redemption and
encourage them to proper conduct in keeping with their faith.”
17

18

John Calvin, Sermons on Ephesians (Edinburgh, Scotland: Banner of Truth Trust, 1998), 7.

F.F. Bruce, Apostle of the Heart Set Free (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1977),
439.
19

Sinclair B. Ferguson and J.I. Packer, New Dictionary of Theology. electronic ed. (Downers Grove,
Illinois : InterVarsity Press, 2000, c1988), 528. “The apostle Paul in Rom. 8 and 9 and in Eph. 1
definitely teaches a doctrine of predestination. As a result the church through the ages has
laboured to understand what Paul and other biblical writers meant by predestination.”
20

Markus Barth, Ephesians 1-3 (Garden City, New York: Doubleday Publishers, 1974), 73. He
writes: “The blessing with grace and peace is always imparted to the saints by an authorized
man, here by an apostle. Like Aaron’s Blessing (Num 6:24-26), it is not just a good wish or a kind
offer of God or man rather it is God’s deed.”
21
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