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Paul’s Letter to the Romans:
The pinnacle of
Christian thought

Lost Through One; Saved Through One…1
Romans 5:12-21
Romans 5:12…Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned-- 13
for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into
account when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of
Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a
command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 15 But the gift is
not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how
much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man,
Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Again, the gift of God is not like the result
of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation,
but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the
trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more
will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 18 Consequently,
just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result
of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For just
as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also
through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 20 The
law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased,
grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace
might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
NIV

All people stand in relationship to one of two men and the actions of those
two men determine the eternal destiny of all who belong to them.2 In other
words, “Every person on earth is either in Adam or in Christ.” There is no third
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place. Now because that is the central point of our passage today and because it
is important to Paul’s overall argument in his Epistle to the Romans, let me
repeat what I just said again.
All people stand in relationship to one of two men and the actions of those
two men determine the eternal destiny of all who belong to them. All people
on our planet, living or dead, poor or wealthy, young or old, educated or
ignorant, religious or not stand either in corporate union with Adam or with
Christ.3 That is, every single person on earth is either in Adam or in Christ. I
particularly like this quote found in F.F. Bruce’s little commentary on Romans.
He attributes it to the Puritan Thomas Goodwin.
In God’s sight, there are two men—Adam and Jesus Christ—and these
two men have all other men hanging at their girdle strings.4
Now, only a Puritan would put it quite that way. But it is a wonderful image, I
think. It is the image of a hunter. It is the image of a man who has sought after
and taken game and has that game hanging from his thick leather belt.
Goodwin’s point is that all men, and by that he means all men and women, boys
and girls, hang either on Adam’s belt or on Christ’s belt. I love the visual impact
of that kind of image and the truth of the matter is, that image is exactly right.
You see, all of us are in that sense, either trophies of sin or trophies of grace. I
think that mat be the reason I like the way John Stott toys here with Churchill’s
famous quote in his commentary changing it to suit this sentiment of “union” in
Romans 5:12.
It is not that so many owe so much to so few; it is rather that so many owe
so much to only one person. How can that be? Paul’s answer is contained
in his analogy between Adam and Christ, which demonstrate the principle
that many can be affected, for good or ill, by one person’s action.5
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Stott’s point, in fact Paul’s point, is just that simple. All people on earth are either
in union with Adam or Christ. Their eternal well-being is intimately tied to one
of these two great archetypes, to one of these two great fountains. In other
words, “All people stand in relationship to one of two men and the actions of
those two men determine the eternal destiny of all who belong to them.”
Now, that’s a simple enough proposition don’t you think? What I want you to do
today is keep that simple little phrase in mind as we proceed through our lesson
together. I want you to keep it in mind when and if we get bogged down or
when and if, and its more likely to be when than if, I make something vague or
unclear. Now I put it just that way because it is likely that I will get bogged down
or be unclear and the reason for that is because Romans 5:12-21 is very difficult.6
I do not think it can lay claim to being the most difficult passage in the New
Testament but it is certainly in the top five most difficult passages and probably
in the top three.
Now what I want to do this morning is start off by explaining what it is about the
passage that makes it so difficult. Then I want to discuss what it was that Paul
hoped to accomplish by putting the passage where he did and then finally I want
to go through the passage itself and try to tie some of its complex ideas together.
Do you get the plan? I want to talk about why it’s hard, why it’s there and finally
how the parts link together to make a whole.
First, then let me explain why the passage is hard.
The overall passage is hard because Paul breaks off right in the middle of a
comparison and talks about two other issues, both of which are extraordinarily
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difficult in their own right. Now before I show you that in the text, let me explain
what I mean when I say Paul was “making a comparison.”
In Greek, there is a really simple way to compare two things even if the two
things do not readily lend themselves to comparison. All that is required is two
simple Greek words. Those two words are w[sper and ou[twj. In English, the two
words are a conjunction and an adverb. Usually they are translated like this: As
such and such a thing is…so is this other thing. Of course, it can be made even
simpler. It can simply be “as this is…so is that.”
Now this particular construction is fairly common in the New Testament. Let
me just show you a few places where it is used.
Matthew 12:40…For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth.
NIV

Matthew 24:27…For as lightning that comes from the east is visible
even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

NIV

John 5:21…For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,
even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it.
NIV

1 Corinthians 15:22…For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be
made alive.
NIV

Now, it is clear I think what is intended in each of these comparisons. Remember,
they follow the pattern, “As this is…so is that.” The first use, Matthew 12:40
seems to be making that point that just as Jonah was hidden away in a sure and
certain place of death but came out after three days…so also will Jesus come
forth from the grave. As Jonah was hidden and came out, so will Jesus. As
Jonah…so Jesus.
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The second use, Matthew 24:27, is even simpler. It seems to be making the point
that in the same way you can see lightening storms way off in the distance before
they arrive…so will the coming of the Lord Jesus be…clear, dramatic and
obvious. As lightning is visible…so will the coming of Jesus be. As lightning…so
Jesus.
The third use, John 5:21 is simpler still. It says that just as the Father gives life to
whomever He chooses so does Jesus. As the Father gives life, so does the Son. As
the Father…so Jesus.
Now when we get to this fourth use, 1 Corinthians 15:22, the thought is simple
enough but the comparison is different from the previous three. It is different
because the comparison between Adam and Jesus is really a contrast. You see if it
were a strict comparison, it would have to say something like, “As all in Adam
die…so all in Jesus die.” But you can see that it actually says just the opposite of
that. The two Greek words that are used to set up the comparison are the same as
with the others but the nature of the comparison shows that the two things are
intrinsically different in and of themselves. Because that is so, we understand the
contrast to say something like this, “As in Adam all die…no so in Jesus where
all are made alive.” Now in the text there is no word for “no” but the contrast
makes it clear that the end result on the comparison is to show just how different
the two things are. Are you following me? The idea then is, as Adam…not so
Jesus, in fact, just the opposite Jesus. Now, I think this particular passage, 1
Corinthians 15:22, is the one that is most helpful in understanding what is going
on in Romans 5. First because he implies a contrast just like the uses in Romans 5
do and secondly because it is talking about the exact same issue that Paul is
raising in Romans 5.
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Now I have spent an inordinate amount of time discussing this because unless
you see the point I am making about these comparisons and contrasts, you won’t
understand the underlying structure of Romans 5:12-21. Now I say that because
this particular structural marker “as this…so this” occurs three times in Romans
5:12-21. It occurs in verses 12, 19 and 21. Now, that I have explained how this
contrast works, I think you will be able to see it except in verse 12. The reason
that you won’t see it in verse twelve is because Paul stops his thought in midstream and doesn’t pick it up again until verse 18. Grammatically, what Paul
does is break off his thought to better explain the first half of his contrast. This
kind of break is usually called a digression or a parenthesis. It is almost like he is
watching his audience, sees a look of befuddlement, and stops to clear that up
before he goes on. Now having said that let me show you the three times he uses
this “as this…so this” structure and what the contrasts are Paul wants to point
out.
Romans 5:12…Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one
man…
NIV

Apodosis…just as
Romans 5:12…Therefore, just as
sin entered the world through
one man…and in this way
death came to all men, because
all sinned--

Protasis…so
Protasis…so is
•••

Romans 5:18… Consequently,
just as the result of one
trespass was condemnation
for all men,

so also the result of one act
of righteousness was
justification that brings life for
all men.

Romans 5:19… For just as
through the disobedience of
the one man the many were
made sinners,

so also through the obedience
of the one man the many
will be made righteous.

Romans 5:21…so that, just as
sin reigned in death,

Structure in Romans 5

so also grace might reign
through
righteousness
to
bring eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Now the first thing I think you might notice is that there is no readily apparent
phrase representing the “so is” clause that we would expect. I’ve already made
this point twice but here you can see it for yourself. And that is exactly why the
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passage is so hard. Paul sets up a contrast and then doesn’t give the contrast, at
least not right away and by the time he does get around to giving it most of us
will have lost track of what the “as this” was in the first place.
Now I don’t usually ask an audience what Paul should’ve written because I take
it for granted and expect my audience to take it for granted that what was
written was what should have been written. But since we are all friends here and
since you have already forgiven my eccentricities and foibles on so many other
numerous occasions, let me ask you, “If Paul had not gotten tied up explaining
himself and had finished his thought, what would he have said?” Now
remember it is a contrast and not a comparison.
I think he would have said, “So justification or righteousness entered the world
through the one man, Jesus Christ.” And you know what? That is exactly what
he does say all the way down in verse 18.
Romans 5:18…so also the result of one act of righteousness (Christ’s
atoning work) was justification that brings life for all men.
NIV

You see Paul never loses his place at all. He knows right where he is at and when
he clears up the problems associated with the issues he raised in verse 12, he
restates his initial premise and then finishes off the thought he started way back
up in verse 12.
Apodosis…just as
Romans 5:12…Therefore, just as
sin entered the world through
one man…and in this way
death came to all men, because
all sinned--

Protasis…so
Protasis…so is
•••

Romans 5:18… Consequently,
just as the result of one
trespass was condemnation
for all men,

so also the result of one act
of righteousness was
justification that brings life for
all men.

Romans 5:19… For just as
through the disobedience of
the one man the many were
made sinners,

so also through the obedience
of the one man the many
will be made righteous.

Romans 5:21…so that, just as
sin reigned in death,

Structure in Romans 5

Page 7

so also grace might reign
through
righteousness
to
bring eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

August 31, 2003

From the Teaching Ministry of Thomas R. Browning
Arlington Presbyterian Church

Now the other two verses in this section that use this “just as…so is” structure
are verses 19 and 21. You can see them here but they don’t really present the
same kind of problems that we had in verse 12 because there are no intervening
sentences or phrases between the start and the finish of the two verses. In fact,
the problems they present are theological rather than structural
Romans 5:19…For just as through the disobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man
the many will be made righteous.

NIV

Romans 5:21…so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might
reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

NIV

Now having said that, let me take a minute and explain why the I think Paul put
these ten verses, verse 12-21, here in Romans 5 in the first place and then we’ll
turn back to verse 12 and put in there.
Now, as to why Paul included this section in the first place. Now you will
remember in the last section that Paul posed the idea that men and women and
boys and girls who are justified before God on the basis of Christ’s redeeming
work are at peace with God. Now this section is an answer to the question, “How
can we be sure that that is so?” Paul’s answer is that we can be sure that it is so
because we are united to Christ. In fact, he is going to suggest that Christ’s great
redeeming work is able and has in fact overturned all that Adam lost and all that
we lost because of our connection to Adam.
Now this notion of “spiritual union” with Christ is a doctrine that today is
almost completely ignored and that is true in spite of the fact that even the Lord
Jesus Himself dedicated a significant amount of time to it. It is an essential
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“idea” if a person hopes to understand any of what it is that Paul writes about in
Romans 6-8. And here is the idea in a nutshell. We are blessed by God; we are
justified before God; we are at peace with God; we enjoy the blessings of election
and the promise of ultimate glorification because…we are in spiritual union with
Christ. All that we possess, we possess in Christ. Now if you keep that simple
point in mind, you will grasp the significance of what Paul is saying here. He is
saying, “We used to be in Adam and suffered immeasurably because of that
connection. But now we are in Christ. All that Adam lost, Christ has regained
and restored and gone beyond.” I could not help as I pondered these things to
be reminded of the way Dr. McGee used to put it, “Man, the blessing of God is
in Christ. Sell all you have. Lay aside all you possess but get into Christ!”
Now the first time I heard that I took at a sort of slang expression meaning to get
interested in Christ. You know what I mean like when a person says, “I am into
stained glass” or “I am into the Beatles.” But that is not, of course, what Dr.
McGee or for that matter, the Apostle Paul, meant at all. No, what they mean is
lay hold of Christ by faith. Attach yourself to Him by believing on Him by
resting in what He has done by being in Him. The way John Knox put was like
this, “He’s the place where I cast my anchor.”
Now having discussed what the problems of the passage are and why the
passage is where it is, let’s take the remaining time and go through the verses
themselves.
Romans 5:12…Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned-NIV

The first thing I think you ought to notice is that Paul’s premise is very simple.
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One man sinned…
Death came as the result of sin7
Death has come to all men
All men have sinned.

Romans 5:12…Therefore,
Therefore, just as sin
entered the world through one man,
and death through sin,
and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinnedsinned-

NIV

One man sinned…
sinned…
Death came as the result of sin
Death has come to all men
Because all men have sinned.
sinned

Now the verse is simple. The past tense of the verb in the phrase “all sinned” has
to be translated in a way that demonstrates it is a completed act in the past and
yet you can see the problem that that poses. How can it be that we sinned when
Adam sinned? We weren’t alive when Adam sinned, were we? And if we were
not alive, how on earth could anyone think we sinned when Adam sinned? Now
that question raises the whole issue of original sin and how it is that we can be
said to have participated in Adam’s sin. Now in case, you don’t know what I
mean by original sin let me take a minute and explain.

“Original sin”
sin” is the sinful state & condition in
which all people are born. It is comprised of 2
parts: (1) original guilt, and (2) original pollution.
Origin: men led sinful preexistent lives
Pelagius: Original sin does not exist. Every
person sins because they imitate Adam..
Adam..
Augustine (realistic): The guilt of Adam’s sin &
the punishment of death are passed on
biologically to adam’s descendants.
WCF: The guilt of Adam’s sin & the
punishment of death are passed on to
adam’s descendants by imputation.

“Original sin” is the sinful state and condition in which all people are
born. It is comprised of two parts: (1) original guilt, and (2) original
pollution.8
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The doctrine of original sin attempts to explain how men and women, boys and
girls became sinful. Obviously, it takes the seriously the idea that all observable
men and women, boys and girls are, in fact, sinners. Now the question is, “How
did the get that way?”
Now historically, there have been four basic views regarding original sin, only
three of which have ever been taken seriously. Origin, for example, believed that
men were born sinners because they had existed in a former life and fallen there.
He believed such men were consigned to the earth as a part of their purification
process. I guess you could say he viewed earth as something akin to purgatory,
which makes you wonder just how bad some people must have been prior to
becoming human.
Pelagius, Augustine’s great rival, held that there was no such thing as “original
sin” and that every person was free to obey or disobey just as Adam had been.
He did admit that all people do sin but that sin was simply a matter of imitating
our forefathers. Pelagius believed that all that was needed for a person to stand
right before God was simply to stop sinning, which really and truly makes me
feel better. Pelagius believed in grace but thought that grace was really just God
educating us to what we should do.9

Seminal or Realistic
View of the
Transmission of
Guilt
The guilt of Adam’s
sin and the
punishment of death
are passed on
biologically to
adam’s descendants.
Hebrew 7:9…One might even say that Levi, who
collects the tenth, paid the tenth through
Abraham, 10 because when Melchizedek met
Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his
ancestor.
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Now the last two views are both held by some very good men. The first of the
two is called the Seminal or Realistic View. It is the view, which was held by
Augustine and later by W.G.T. Shedd. What it contends is that Adam’s guilt and
pollution are passed along to his descendants by the natural process of
procreation. In other words, all mankind was in Adam biologically when Adam
sinned and the result is that they share his guilt.10 That is, of course, why it is
called the seminal view. Adam’s guilt and pollution are passed along through his
seed. They offer Hebrews 7:9-10 as a Scriptural example of the kind of thing they
see happening with original sin.
Hebrews 7:9…And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who
received tithes, paid tithes, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when
Melchizedek met him.

NAS

federal or
Representative
View of the
Transmission of
Guilt
The guilt of Adam’s sin and
the punishment of death
are passed on to adam’s
descendants by imputation.
Romans 5:19…For just as through
the disobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners, so also
through the obedience of the one
man the many will be made
righteous.

Now the fourth view, the correct view, is called the Federal or Representative
View and holds that Adam’s guilt is imputed to his descendants in exactly the
same way that Christ’s righteousness is imputed to sinners. That means that all
people are viewed as guilty before God even before they commit any actual sin
of their own. They are guilty because they were represented by Adam when he
disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden. Now the first impulse of critics is to say,
“Where do you find the federal or representative idea in the Bible?” The
clearest answer to that, I think, is given in the story of Achan’s sin in the Joshua.
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Do you remember the story? God’s wrath burned against the people of Israel
because one of Israel’s soldiers, a man named Achan, had taken plunder that was
forbidden. God caused Israel to be punished for the one man’s sin and then
caused the man’s whole family to consumed along with the man when he was
discovered by lot.
A ready response to that might be, “That’s not fair. I don’t want to be
represented by another.” But, of course, there’s the rub as Lloyd Jones puts it.
“Adam’s sin imputed to us in exactly the same way Christ’s righteousness is
imputed to us.”11 John Owen answered the charge of unfairness this way and I
am paraphrasing here, “Let those that argue that the idea of representation is
unfair remember that the fallen angels are judged guilty on the basis of their
own sin and not on the basis of a representative and they are eternally damned
without hope of salvation.”12
Now I should hasten to add that that the representative view does not deny the
biological connection between Adam and his descendants. We believe the
pollution of sin, an actual sin nature, is communicated to us biologically but not
the guilt of sin. But let me stress the point here again. Our guilt is imputed to us
because Adam is our representative. I think you can see the representative view
most clearly stated in the Westminster Confession of Faith. In fact if you will turn
in your Trinity Hymnals to page 852, you can follow along as I read it.
(1) Our first parents, being seduced by the subtlety and temptations of
Satan, sinned, in eating the forbidden fruit. This their sin, God was
pleased, according to His wise and holy counsel, to permit, having
purposed to order it to His own glory. (2) By this sin they fell from their
original righteousness and communion, with God, and so became dead in
sin, and wholly defiled in all the parts and faculties of soul and body. (3)
They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed; and
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the same death in sin, and corrupted nature, conveyed to all their
posterity descending from them by ordinary generation.13
Now, I don’t want to spend all of our remaining time talking about “original
sin” but the issue is important especially as we try to ferret out the meaning of
the our remaining verses. And I think, knowing what you now know may help
you to follow Paul’s logic the rest of the way. So let me put back in at verse 12.
Romans 5:12…Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned-NIV

Now, I made the point a few minutes ago that Paul’s logic is very simple. It is…
One man sinned…
Death came as the result of sin
Death has come to all men
Because all men have sinned.
And when we first started the lesson, I told you that Paul chose not to finish his
comparison here but to wait till he got to verse 18. What he does do instead is to
break into a digression to flesh out the point he has just made. That first
parenthesis is contained in verses 13-14.

The two parentheses of Romans 5
Romans 5:12…Therefore, just as
sin entered the world through
one man…and in this way
death came to all men, because
all sinned--

•••

First Parenthesis: (13-14) Sin was in the world, even
though there was no law and we know that because
people died, even when they didn’t break the law the
exact same way Adam did.
Second Parenthesis: (15-17) the gift of righteousness is
a lot different than Adam′s trespass. It brings
grace, justification and the reign of life.
Romans 5:18… Consequently,
just as the result of one
trespass was condemnation
for all men,

so also the result of one act
of righteousness was
justification that brings life for
all men.

Structure in Romans 5

Romans 5:13…for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But
sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death
reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who

NIV
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did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of
the one to come.
Now the obvious question is, “How can that be? How can it be that people died
even when there was no law?” Now I want you to follow Paul’s argument here.
What he is arguing is that the guilt of Adam’s sin bears down on everyone, even
on those who have not committed a sin like the one Adam did. In fact, says Paul,
you can see that especially in the period between Adam and Moses, when there
was no law. You can see it there because people still died. Now, why did they die
if there was no written law to be broken? They died because they had sinned in
Adam. They died because Adam’s guilt was imputed to every single person he
represented. Now the Reformers, to a man, proclaimed the idea that this
particular principle can also seen when precious little babies die. They do not die
because they have committed any actual sin on their own. They die because they
are under the great cloud and burden of Adam’s guilt.
Can you see the heinousness of Adam’s sin? Can you see it’s extraordinary
implications? Until Adam’s sin there was no death.14 In Adam, there is nothing
but death. Every single man, woman, boy or girl that is born into this world is
born into a world of increasing sorrow, sickness and gloom. That is why sensing
the mood and despair associated with his argument up to this point he switches
gears completely in verse 15. That he why Paul beaks out to engage in a second
digression to show the wondrous superiority of Christ’s gracious work.
Romans 5:15…But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died
by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the
gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the
many! 16 Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin:
The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift
followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the
NIV
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trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much
more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the
gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
Oh, do you see Paul’s point here? The gift of God is Christ’s atoning work is
greater than all my sin; it is greater than even Adam’s sin. It is greater in its
graciousness and it is greater scope. You see the judgment of God came after
only one solitary sin and that judgment brought death, destruction and
condemnation. But the kindness of Christ came after many sins. In fact, you
could say that it came after the cumulative weight of all the sin of all of God’s
people of all times. Whatever we lost in Adam has been overwhelmed in what
we have gained in Christ. In fact, I love the way Calvin purposely understates
the glory of what has happened in our union with Christ.
It may indeed be justly inferred…that Christ is much more powerful to
save, than Adam was to destroy.15
Then finally in verses 18-19, Paul finishes the comparison he started in verse 12.
Where verse 12 had stated that and death came through one man to all that are in
Adam, now justification and life extends to all men that are in Christ.
Romans 5:18…Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness
was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For just as through the
disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through
the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
NIV

Now there is no reason to fear verses 18 and 19. There are those that try to say
the verses teach universalism. That is they say these verses teach that all men are
going to be saved in the end and you can see why they would say that. If Adam’s
sin extends to all men then by analogy justification and life must extend to all
men. But surely verse 17 limits those who receive the benefits of Christ’s work to
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those who “receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of
righteousness.”
And then finally in verse 20 and 21 Paul closes the section by saying that the
giving of the law only magnified the depth of gloom and despair felt by those
under the weight of its condemnation but that God’s grace overwhelmed even
that.
Romans 5:20…The law was added so that the trespass might increase.
But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin
reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

NIV

Now it almost sounds here as if Paul is saying that the law is bad but we know
that is not Paul’s point. It is not, as F.F. Bruce says in his little commentary, a
thing like the little Scottish woman who objected to the recitation of the Ten
Commandments in church because it put so many terrible ideas in people’s
minds.16 No Paul’s point is that sin had caused us to lose all sense of perspective.
The giving of the law merely helped us to see the exceeding sinfulness of sin by
calling sin what it was. As it did that it increased our understanding of all that
was lost in Adam and at the same time increased our understanding of the
wonderful reign of grace through Jesus Christ.
Just after midnight on March 24, 1989, an oil tanker called the Exxon Valdez hit
Bligh Reef, ripped open its hull and subsequently dumped eleven million gallons
of Alaskan crude oil into the crystal blue waters of Prince William Sound.
Observers said the dumped on the still ocean with such force it created wave of
oil three foot high which spread into a gigantic oil slick over five hundred miles
long polluting some 1,500 miles of shoreline. The slick killed 5,000 sea otters, 300
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bald eagles, 13 killer whales, 1,000 sea lions, 500,000 sea birds, a whole
generation of salmon fry and an untold number of herrings, crabs, ducks, and
even bears. The ecological system in Prince William Sound has not yet recovered
even after some 14 years. The Exxon Oil Company, along with the EPA, led the
effort to clean up the oil and that effort took over five years and cost $1.9 billion
dollars. In 1994, a Federal jury ordered the Exxon Company to pay $5 billion
dollars in punitive damages and other settlements are still ongoing. In the end,
the whole affair will probably cost some $10 billion dollars.
Now I wanted set your mind thinking in concrete terms about the losses incurred
in connection with the Exxon Valdez only to start you thinking about the losses
incurred in Adam’s sin. Let me help by just mentioning a few things. Adam’s sin
has led to the death of every person that has ever died. It has led to the sickness
and malnourishment of every poor, impoverished child in the history of the
world. It has led to every act of violence, every disease, every divorce, every war.
It has led to every injury, every abusive act of husbands against their wives,
parents against their children, and children against their parents. It has led to
every estrangement, every broken heart and the alienation of every sinner before
a just and holy God. And the wonder of all wonders is that Christ’s justifying
work is greater than all that. He has turned death into life and sorrow into
rejoicing and has given to us this wonderful message of reclamation and
reconciliation. You see, “All people stand in relationship to one of two men and
the actions of those two men determine the eternal destiny of all who belong
to them. You are either in Adam or in Christ. Praise be God we are in Christ.”

Charles Spurgeon, “Sermon 2744” from Spurgeon’s Collected Works (Pasadena, Texas; Sage
Digital Library in Cooperation with Pilgrim’s Publications). I have borrowed Mr. Spurgeon’s title
but only because it is better than the one I had thought of myself.
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